SHIP OF THE MONTH

USS CONYNGHAM (DDG 17)

The Norfolk-based guided missile destroyer
Conyngham not only won the Battle Efficiency “E**
and ‘two departmental “E’s this year, but also
posted the highest score recorded within the Force.

The coveted Battle Efficiency *“E” is one of the
most sought after honors among Atlantic Fleet
ships. Yet only one ship in each squadron can win,
and Conyngham took the honor in Destroyer Squad-
ron 26.

This is the second consecutive year that Conyng-
ham has won the “E’’. In addition, last year she
won all four departmental awards and this year
took “E’s”’ in Weapons and Operations.

The “E” winner is determined by averaging
grades for exercises conducted during the year.
The exercises include gunnery, antisubmarine
warfare, engineering, communications and opera-
tions as well as martks received for smartness and
efficiency plus overall performance in fleet opera-
tions.

A youngster in the Cruiser-Destroyer Force,
Conyngham was commissioned on July 13, 1963.
She is the third ship to be named Conyngham and

is named in honor of Capt. Gustavus Conyngham of
the Continental Navy.

The ship completed post shakedown availability
in early March of 1964, then headed south for the
Caribbean and Operation Springboard.

In August, Conyngham had a complete check of
her equipment at the Norfolk Naval Shipyard, then
set course for new adventures on her first Mediter-
ranean cruise.

While in the Mediterranean, the ship conducted a
vigorous people-to-people program, patrolled the
Cyprus coast for possible evacuation of American
personnel during the Cyprus-Turkish dispute, and
carried out assigned Sixth Fleet operatjons.

More recently, the guided missile destroyer par-
ticipated in Project Power in the Caribbean, and
broke all existing records at the Atlantic Fleet
Weapons Range in the number of missiles fired and
number of hits recorded on drone targets. Addition-
ally, she holds the Atlantic Fleet record for a sur-
face gunnery shoot with a raw score of 425.72%.

Conyngham is commanded by Cmdr. George B.
Lindggen.




Curfain Closes on Competifive Year 1965;
Coveted Battle 'E's’ Awarded to Force Winners

Twenty-four ships of the Cruiser-Destroyer Force, U.S. Atlantic Fleet, won coveted **E’’ awards for battle

‘ efficiency and many more earned recognition for departmental excellence for the competitive year ending
June 30, 1965.

In congratulating the officers
and men of the winning ships,
Rear Admiral Edward A. Ruckner,
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you distinction within the force,
and have contributed significantly
to the readiness posture of the
force during the year.”
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